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59710066: MAJOR: PUBLIC MANAGEMENT; M.B.A. (PUBLIC MANAGEMENT)
KEYWORDS: PROBLEMS AND NEEDS OF CASSAVA FARMERS, SA KAEO

PROVINCE

SUPUTTRA SAENGSI : PROBLEMS AND NEEDS OF CASSAVA FARMERS
IN SA KAEO PROVINCE. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: BENYADA KRAJANGJAENG,

PH.D., NONGNUCH SRISUK, D.P.A. 2018.

This study was a qualitative research whose objectives were to study 1) social and
economic conditions of farmers affecting the problems and needs of cassava farmers in Sa Kaeo
Province, 2) production of cassava that affected the problems and needs of cassava growers in Sa
Kaeo and 3) the problems and needs of cassava growers in Sa Kaeo Province. Purposive sampling
was used and data were collected with in-depth interviews. The target groups were divided into 3
groups. The first group consisted of 16 cassava farmers, and the second group consisted of 2
people representing the cassava purchasers. The last group consisted of 2 officers of the
Provincial Agriculture Office responsible for cassava plantation. The total of the samples was 20
people.

The findings revealed that the most area in which cassava was grown was the
farmers’ own land. The land size was 30-300 rais. The experience of cassava cultivation was from
6 to 30 years. The number of most of the agricultural laborers the farmers had was 5-20 workers.
Tapioca 81 cultivars were used mainly because they produced more heads than other cultivars.
Plowing was the preparation of the land before using fertilizers. Chicken manure, duck manure or
chemical fertilizers were used fertilizers. Then, the land was exposed to the sunlight and ridges
were plowed. Rotary tillers were used for harvesting. Then the workers loaded the crops into
pickup trucks to transport them to sell. The problems and needs of cassava growers were as
follows: the high price of cultivars , cultivars contaminated with fungus, disease outbreaks and the
blast disease, the spread of Pseudococcidae and pink cassava mealybugs, declining cassava
prices, middlemen’s lowering the harvest prices, floods, droughts, fertilizer problems, pesticides,
high agricultural labor, lack of promotion from the public sector, lack of information from the
Agricultural Office and farmers having never been trained from the Agricultural Office. In

addition, the process of cultivation encouraged by the government agencies was so difficult for
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farmers to follow. Therefore, the farmers used their own experiences. The crop buyers were not
satisfied with the quality of the produce because of the substandard soil, cultivars and fertilizers.
In the Agricultural Office, there were not enough staff because they were responsible for too

many kinds of plants and they were also be responsible for farmer registration.
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