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The objective of this research was to find out the effective and suitable way for Thai
farmers' debts management in the current Thai debt situation. Qualitative research model was
used for this study. There was review of literature and related research. In-depth interviews were
conducted to 10 agricultural representatives, 5 informal creditors and 200 farmers who had been
in debt before and currently recovered from debt. The interviews were to find a way to manage
the farmers’ debts. In other words, in-depth interview was used to collect data, and then the data
were analyzed to find out the issues to be confirmed in the focus group of ten people including
speciaists and representatives of agencies responsible for the debt of Thai farmers, and then the
research results were symmarized to provide policy, operational recommendations and practices.

The findings revealed that the effective management of Thai farmer debt should be as
follows: 1. For farmer sector: there should be 1) Household accounting, 2) Debt settlement,

3) Access to finance and loans in the system, 4) Cultivation of mixed orchards or planting of
various crops, 5) The focus on the quality and market demand. 6) Networking and consolidation
of farmers to be strong and sustainable. 7) Introduction to the philosophy of sufficiency economy
to apply in the life. 2. For the government, there should be 1) Guarantee of the price of
agricultural products and finding markets to support agricultural products, 2) Educating the
farmers on the proper seasonable planting, 3) Help from institutions under the supervision of the
government to reduce interest rates and to expand the loan and increase access to credit, 4)
Support of technology and innovation, research and development of agricultural products, 5)
Providing assistance in reducing the agricultural production cost, 6) Encouraging farmers to have
financial discipline and educating them on how to produce and market their products and how to
create household accounts; 7) Consultancy on projects and problems, and risk management for

farmers; and 8) providing knowledge on systematic financial and debt management.
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