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55920253: MAJOR: ADULT NURSING; M.N.S. (ADULT NURSING)
KEYWORDS: NEEDS/ THE NEED RESPONSES/ FAMILY MEMBERS OF TERMINALLY
CRITICALLY ILL PATIENTS
CHULINDA TIPKASORN: NEEDS AND THE NEED RESPONSES OF FAMILY
MEMBERS OF TERMINALLY CRITICALLY ILL PATIENTS. ADVISORY COMMITTEE:

WANLAPA KUNSONGKEIT, Ph.D., SUPAPRON DUANGPAENG, D.N.S. 112 P. 2017.

The nursing-focused family-centered care is particularly crucial. Especially in the
critical Intensive Care Unit (ICU), it is to closer the family members in involving caring for the
terminally critically ill patients. This is to care participation for the dignity of a human being.

The purpose of this comparative descriptive research was to examine family members’ needs and
the need responses of caring of family members for terminally critically ill patients. A purposive
sampling was used to recruit a sample of 82 family members of terminally critically ill patients in
Chon Buri Hospital. Data were carried out from May to October 2016. Research instruments
included a demographic questionnaire, the needs and the need responses questionnaires which
were developed based on the family’s need concept of Molter. Their reliability were .89 and .96,
respectively. Descriptive statistics and paired t-test were used to analyze the data.

The results revealed that the overall need score was at the high level (M = 149.22,

SD =7.59) and the overall need responses score was also at the high level (M = 131.40,
SD = 17.28). The overall need of family members of terminally critically ill patients was
significantly higher than the overall need response (1= 7.978, p <.001). Considering each aspect,
the needs for information, physiological, emotional and spiritual aspects were significantly higher
than those of the need responses (r=5.624, p < .001, t=7.038, p <.001, t = 8.829, p < .001 and
t=4.466, p < .001, respectively).

These findings suggest that nurses in the critical ICUs should assess needs of family

members in order to appropriately provide nursing care respond to their needs.
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