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TITLE: A STUDY OF TECHNICAL NURSES' NEED FOR
CONTINUING EDUCATION IN A BACHELOR OF NURSING
SCTIENCE PROGRAM IN THE EASTERN PART OF THAILAND

RESEARCHERS: ASSISTANT PROFESSOR Dr. RANA PONGRUENGPHANT
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR WANNEE DEOISARES

YEAR: 1993

 ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to identify if
Technical nurses’ need continuing education programs. The
sample consisted of 173 Technical nurses who were working in
provincial hospitals and hospital centers in the Eastern
part of Thailand. Using a stratified random sampling
technique, technical nurses were asked to respond to a
questionnaire which assessed their interest in continuing !
education in a Bachelor of Nursing Science program. Fifty
two percent of the sample expressed an interest in
continuing their education in a Bachelor of Nursing Science
program. If the Faculty of Nursing, Burapha University,
offered a continuing education program, 65.5% of Technical
nurses indicated that they would apply immediately and 12.1%
would apply next year. The majority of technical nurses
(65.5%) preferred a full time program and 22.2% preferred a
part time program on Monday, Wednesday, & Friday evenings
and during the day on Saturday. In addition to descriptive
statistics, a t-test analysis found that technical nurses
working in hospital centers felt there were significantly
(p < .05) greater advantages of continuing education
compared to the ones working in provincial hospitals. The
advantages that technical nurses expected to gain from
continuing education were progress in their career, improve
nursing practice, and advance their current knowledge.
There were no significant differences in perceived
advantages of continuing education among Technical nurses in
terms of age, marital status, wishing to study, or years of
working.
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