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Abstract

The purpose of the study was to investigate how Kai, a traditional
food plant has evolved into a food product representing cultural identity
of the World Heritage Site, Luang Prabang. It also aimed at studying
the impacts of economic development of Laos on the local plant. The
study found that the food plant Kai, originally the local wisdom of
the Tai Lue, is now consumed by people in other areas including
Sipsongpanna (Xishuangbanna), the northern region of Thailand and the
northern region of Laos. These areas, home to a number of Tai Lue
people, are also abundant with Kai, which grows in clear water rivers.
The Mae Kong river is particularly known to be the major producer of
highest quality of Kai. When Luang Prabang was recognized by UNESCO
as a world cultural heritage, Kai, a local food was selected to represent
its cultural identity. It has also become a cultural product serving
tourists’ temptations and generated income for the locals. However,
with the ambition of Laos to become “Battery of Asia”, dams were
built around Mae Kong River. This has not only caused great threats to
Kai production but forced people to look for Kai in other distant areas.
This may result in instability in terms of local food and defamation of

Kai and Mae Kong River.
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