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Farmer Credit Card Usage Behavior of Thai Farmers
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Abstract

This study aimed at 1) examining behavior, impacts and adaptation of Thai farmers towards
farmer credit card usage under the pilot project of B.E. 2555 - 2558; 2) conducting a comparison
of Thai farmer credit card usage in different regions, namely, the central, the north, and the
north-east of Thailand; and 3) providing several ways of the appropriate and profitable usage
for the farmers. This cualitative research was conducted by in-depth interview, participatory and
non-participatory observation, and focus group. Informants for the study were farmers, community
leaders, heads of farmers who were granted farmer credit cards, entrepreneurs of agricultural
shops who participated in the farmer credit card program, officers of the Bank for Agriculture
and Agricultural Cooperatives relevant to the said project and resided in five pilot provinces of
the project.

The findings are as follows:

There were two types of the behaviors: usage and non-usage by differences among the
regions. The farmers in central Thailand used their farmer credit card irrelevant to the criteria.
Some allowed others to use their own cards. Some used the card to purchase irrelevant products.
Some used the cards for cash exchange. With a comparison to the farmers in northern and
northeastern Thailand, they could use the farmer credit card relevant to the criteria. These behaviors
contributed to both positive and negative impacts. With regards to the positive ones, there were
a flow of capital for their daily Hfe, and contingency reserve. With regards to the negative ones,
there was an increase in debts from guaranty to others who needed the farmer credit cards and
their own over-payment. As [ar as the adaptation attributed from the behaviors and impacts was
concerned, the farmers should adapt themselves for their appropriate and profitable usage. Firstly,
the relevant persons should review the process of the farmer credit card granting. Secondly, the
Apgricultural Marketing Co-operatives Limited should improve product brands to meet the farmer’s

needs. Thirdly, prices of the products should be reasonable. Fourthly, there should be a campaign
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for stopping non-systematic debts by increasing special earnings and participating with other

stakeholders. Fifthly, there should be awareness building for the farmer credit card usage. Sixthly,

the farmers should he educated about on-time payment. Seventhly, relevant agencies should often

evaluate and publicize their evaluations for further development.
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