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Occupational Health Service and Safety

for Informal Sector
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Abstract

During this decade, there is dramatically
increasing numbers of informal-sector workers,
which resulting from economic expansion of
the globalization, free trade, and advanced
development of rechpology. Unfortunately,
the government has not provided health care
services and welfare for those workers to
cover all kinds of the workers, especially
the home-based workers. They are lack of
appropriate rights and welfare which the
national law has been addressed. In addition,
they have been easily taken advantage from

others because they have low educational
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level, and that makes them have difficulties
to negotiate for their wages, better payment,
condition of working and other income. The
employers usually set rules or working contract
by considering only their benefits, but not for
the workers. Jobs with high risk of danger lo
health and safety, inadequate rest, and minimal
day-off arc always the causes of problems of
health and safety in the workplace. Appropriate
arrangement of occupational health service
and safety for the informal-secter waorkers
are needed for the home-based workers,
informal-sector workers who receive jobs
to work at home. The home-based workers
are different in risky situations and ‘health-
threatening factors depending on sorts of
indusirial works.> The occupational health
service and safety should be emphasized
on health promotion“and improving social
welfare. Moreover, local authorization should
be primarily responsible, and encourage the local
policy makers to establish a public policy of
occupational health service and safety to be a
routine job in the primary health centers. Thus,
health care centers can provide a standard care
for the workers in that area. In addition, the
occupational health service and safety should
be integrated in the care of first aid and
prevention program for illness and injuries
from working in workplaces.

Key words : Occupational health service and
safety, informal-sector workers, home-based
worker
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