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Factors Influencing Youth’s Intention to Seek Care for Sexual

and Reproductive Health in Rayong Province
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Abstract

The purpose of this predictive research
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was to study the factors influencing youth
intention to seek care for sexual and reproduc-
tive health problems, Rayong province. The
samples consisted of 438 vocational students
aged 15-24.The sample was selected by
multi-stage random sampling. The research
instruments was self-administrative question-
naire developed by researcher including personal
characteristics, intention to seek care for sexual
and reproductive health problem (SRH), atti-
tudes towards seeking SRH services, subjective
norm, and perceived risk of SRH. The reliabil-
ity of each instrument between .81 to 90, Data
were analyzed using descriptive statistics, and
stepwise multiple regression.

The results revealed that last 6 months,
69.2 percent of samples never used SRH
services, Among this group, 41.5 percent went
to receive medical advice and treatment; and
23 percent of them went to clinic. Especially,
63 percent of them ailended services on
weekend or not\in working hour. Predictive
factors of intention to seek care for SRH were
subjective norm (Beta = .33), and perceived
risk of SRH (Beta = .13) and accounted for
12.3 % of variation in intention to seek care for
SRH. (R® =.123, p <.001)

The findings suggested that to promote
accessibility of SRH service for youth should
focus on information dissemination in referent
groups (parent, teacher, and peer) who can
motivate youth to use the services and increas-
ing youth awareness of risk of SRH problems.

Key words: Intention, youth, seeking care,

sexual and reproductive health
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