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Elderly Received Mechanical Ventilation: Psychosocial Caring Aspect
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Abstract
The elderly receiving mechanical venti-
lation results from respiratory failure which

is low level of oxygen and high level of

Watchara Tabootwong M.N.S.
Pornchai Jullamate Ph.D.

carbon dioxide in blood stream resulting from
impaired gas exchange to meet the bodys needs.
Respiratory failure leads the elderly to receive
mechanical ventilation. It is a medical device
assisting the elderly to get sufficient oxygen
supply and improve for their better breathing.
Several important psychosocial issues emerge
during receiving mechanical ventilation; for
instance, anxiety, suffering, feeling of difficulty
in communication, fear, and need of death
for liberating from suffering. Nurses and other
relevant personnel should pay more attention
on these psychological issues by providing
suitable nursing interventions according to
elderly’s need. This may bring in quality of
nursing care resulting in comfort of elderly
during receiving mechanical ventilation.
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