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A Lesson-learnt from the Failure of Co-Management for

Sustainable Development in Panthong District, Chonburi Province
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to analyze the principal factors which affected the process
of bolstering a targeted population’s participation in an NGO’s sustainable development activities in
3 sub-districts of Pan Thong district, Chonburi province, based on the concepts of co-management
as well as components of the systems model. Mixed methods were applied, which were based
mainly on qualitative data derived from focus groups and in-depth interview techniques, and

quantitative data derived from 126 questionnaires which gathered from the targeted group of the
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NGO in the 3 sub-districts. The results of this research found that there were three interrelated
factors affecting the process of public participation in sustainable development, namely: (1) the
conditions of the area and the dispersed settlement pattern which inhibited communication and
caused inconvenience for the people in engaging in development activities supported by the NGO;
(2) the diversity of settled areas caused difficulty in establishing suitable activities needed for
responding to the targeted groups in diverse but specific areas, and; (3) the imbalance between
development activities needed for development and the number of NGO staff led to ineffective

engagement of the staff with the community for project monitoring and evaluation, as well as for

the process of project improvement.
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“...Ability to make development
sustainable — to ensure that it meets the needs
of the present without compromising the ability
of future generations to meet their own needs”
(United Nations, 2010; Ferguson, 1990; Escobar,
1995)
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