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B.E. 2540 to B.E.2557. In B.E.2540,the starting point of the period of the reform -
of balance of power, the concept of community right was well accepted by

the society as a law. Consequently, the roles of the community were getting

stronger and more effective. In B.E. 2557, the political reform emerged, and

the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand (interim) B.E. 2557 was

announced. This Constitution did not mention about community rights, so the

community rights which were formerly acknowledged by laws were

disappeared in Thailand for a short while. Right after the announcement of

the new Coﬁstitution of Thailand, the community rights in the Kingdom will
be seen again.

After the announcement of the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand B.E. 2540, the community rights were acknowledge on the
Constitution for the first time. The roles of the communities in protecting
community rights in different regions of Thailand were more and more
significant in terms of quality and quantity. The study revealed that in the
South, there were the highest numbersA of the people assémbLe, and the
campaigns for community rights. In addition, the campaigns and assemble
came in various forms. On the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand
B.E.2550, community rights were still implanted, and the details were
broadened to cover broader areas; therefore, people’s roles in protecting the
community rights gained more power. The power of community networks
caused knowledge sharing among communities, so the communities were
strengthened, and the people realized the concept of self- reliance. In short,
the community’s roles in protecting community rights in Thailand after the
Constitution of B.E. 2540 was to express their freedom and the will to live _
their bwn lives and determine their lives themselves. Human rights and civil
rights were emerged from learning among communities, and these

communities were considered a foundation of Thai society.
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