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Abstract

The 'primery purpose of this study was to explore evidence, problems, needs, and
empowerment in famity caregiver of'chronioally ill children. The secondary purpose was to_ oo
examine the predicted relationships among family social support, family relationship, family
Caregiver—ohild'relationship,-burden, health statos, self—esteem, caregiving needs, and -
empowerment. The sample of the study consisted of 319 primary family caregivers fiving in
EaStern region of Thailand. The measurements used ih this study were guestionnaires to ‘
measure variables. Desoriptive statistios including oercentage mean, standard d_eviation,
and multlple regression analysis were performed for data analysis. |

The result showed that the fH’St ohromo dlsease in these ohrldren was asthmatic R '
bronchitis and the second disease was Thalassemna Most of family oareglver was family . | o
caregivers. of chromcally ill children had high level of famlly social suppont family
relationship, self-esteem, health status and empowerment while had moderate Ievel of
famlly caregiver-child relationship and caregiving needs, and had low level of burden. The ’
results revealed that family relationship, family caregiver-child relationship, self—esteem. o !
health status, and needs predicted family caregivers’ empOWerment, expl.aining 44.5% of .
the variance. |

The findings suggest that intervention programs thet increase famity retationshio, _
family oaregiver-ohild relationship, selt—este‘em. health status, and caregiving needs may
improve emoowerment oftfamily caregivers. Furthermore, the risk and protective faotors of

family caregivers’ empowerment require more exploration.
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