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54810260: MAJOR: THAI STUDIES; Ph.D. (THAI STUDIES)

KEYWORDS: TRANSBOUNDARY AREA MANAGEMENT/ AREA PLANNING MEASURE/
THE THIRD THAI-LAO FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE (NAKHON PHANOM-
KHAMMOUANE)

NICHANAN NIRUNSAWAD: THE IMPLEMENTATION OF AREA PLANNING
MEASURE INTO TRANSBOUNDARY AREA MANAGEMENT IN NAKHON PHANON
COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING AREA: A CASE STUDY OF THE THIRD THAI-LAO
FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE (NAKHON PHANOM-KHAMMOUANE). ADVISORY COMMITTEE:

KITTACHET KRAIWAS, Ph.D., BOONCHERD NU-IM, Ph.D., 185 P. 2015.

This study aims to examine the problems and tendency of the problem of the implementation
of area planning measure in terms of physical, economic and social changes in Nakhon Phanom
comprehensive planning area after the opening of 3rd Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge (Nakhon Phanom-
Chammouane). This qualitative research employs in-depth interview to key informants. The findings
show a lot of change. For physical change, land use is in the begging phase. Waste land has been used
for establishing trade linkage. International tourism is also developed. Infrastructure facilitating
travelers passing to Laos and Vietnam is built. Urbanization spreads to various parts of the area but in
non-directional form. This causes a number of problems. For economic problem, although economic
growth increases because of both internal and external factors, this still causes problems such as the
increase of land demand. This makes buying of land for speculation more serious which leads to over
estimated land price. In terms of social problem, the consequences of the flow of labor, investment,
goods, service, and alien culture into Nakhon Phanom are cross-national labor trade and drugs. Because
of its location advantage, Nakhon Phanom is a development spot in bilateral cooperation dialogue
emphasizing on economic cooperation with neighbor nations; therefore, implementation of area
planning measure into transboundary area management of Nakhon Phanom is a mean for planning and
modernizing the area. Although this development introduces a lot of benefits to Nakhon Phanom, its
identity and value must be maintained within the changing world. In addition, this maintenance can be
furthered to law legislation and execution for controlling the growth of the province in accordance with

international cooperation dialogue and regulations.
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