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57820021: MAJOR: POLITICAL ECONOMY AND GOVERNANCE; D.POL.SC.
(POLITICAL ECONOMY AND GOVERNANCE)

KEYWORDS: POLITICAL ECONOMY/ THAILAND’S FOOTBALL/ ECONOMY
KRUNGTHAI NPPARAT: POLITICAL ECONOMY OF THAI NATIONAL

FOOTBALL. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: OLARN THINBANGDAEW, Ph.D., PREECHA

PIAMPONGSARN, Dr.rer.pol., 164 P. 2020.

The objective of this research is to study the history of Thailand’s football through the political-
economic analysis and study the symbolic of Thailand’s football through the Thai political history analysis.
The historical qualitative research has been used for analysis study in the political economy of Thailand’s
football history with 2 collective data which is documentary research and in-depth interview with the key
informants. The result revealed that Thailand’s football can be divided into 4 periods in Thailand by the history
development. The First era; Thailand's primary golden cup in the Absolute Monarchy in B.E2443-2475,
Thailand’s football has been represented the symbol of the discourse to dominate the possession of power.
King Rama 6 who has founded the Football Association of Siam on 25th April B.E.2459 to encourage Thai men
to play sport and founded the national football team called “Football team for Siam” on 23rd June B.E.2468 and
also bestowed the Great Crown of Victory or “Phra Maha Phichai Mongkut” upon the Siamese National
Football team to specialize decorated on the national team shirts and hats for the athletes which is represented
the nation and the meaning of nation is the King before ended his role on the Siamese revolution of B.E.2475.
The second era, in the post of the Absolute Monarchy B.E.2475 — 2538, the footballers cannot make living by
only being a football player, they must have a career and stable income and being the under for the state
discourse and the attenuation of power of the king, the football shield, government badges and also using the
Triflag instead of “Phra Maha Phichai Mongkut” has been used for the symbolic. The competition for control
over and to be a leader of the football association is using the culture political of football and revive the
popularity of the Monarchy by added the “Khor” and “Ngor” cup in The Royal cup’s football competition apart
from the “Gor” and “Kor” cup in the King Rama 6 which is leading to the third era of football. B.E.2539-2551
the amateur football into a semi-professional footballer, the competition has fully managed and sponsored by
the private sector. In B.E. 2552-2561 is turned into the fourth era, under the international sports business
supported by FIFA (The Federation International Football Association) and the regulation of AFC (Asian
Football Confederation), the football clubs must be registered as a juristic person and cancel the Royal’s cup,
the trophy is designed by the private sector who is supporting the competition including the changing of
National Team Logo is changed from National flag into War Elephant flag. The professional footballers are
generated in high income and made into a product which is making higher value when turnover than the money
waged footballers, is considered as a new sign to create a new in the sport business discourse for possessing the

football industry power in the present.
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