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ABSTRACT
SUCHADA PONGKITTIWIBOON : THE FOLK MEDIA INHERITANCE OF ENG-KOR
TO CONSTRUCT IDENTITY OF THAI-CHINESE COMMUNITY IN
PANUSNIKOM, CHONBURI.

Key words : Engkor, Folk media, Identity

In the area of Panasnikom district, Cholburi, there are 3 races living together;
Thai, Laos and Chinese. Chinese - Thai uses Engkor performance to show their identity
to made them exist and to create power for getting their own area. The concept of
Cultural Reproduction by Raymond Williams and the concept of Race Identity were used
as guidelines.

The findings revealed that (1) In the global media trend and government policy
that emphasis on unitary which stressed on “Thai” make Chinese-Thai reduced their
identity on politics such as changed Chinese family name to Thai family name, went to
Thai school, used Thai language. However, they still emphasis on their race identity
through their culture like Engkor Performance. {2) The descendent of Engkor that still
had race identity was approached by (2.1) two descendents went together at the same
time that were the descendent of Chinese such as'shrine and tradition ceremony which
were the Engkor original and the descendent in school that was adapted to Chinese -
Thai youth. Both descendents were helping each other. (2.2) the extension of area to
perform at religious ceremony that communicated their identity to people outside the
community, and (3) the reinforcement of local government, schools, and community,
including the assistance from other institutions outside the area were the strong
significant factors to the descendent of Enkor.

Even though Engkor was a medium that represented the identity of Chinese -
Thai, that identity was changed according to the context. For example, the
representation of Chinese identity to show their existence, the pride of their race that
was equal to other race. However, Engkor sometimes represented the identity of the

community that include all races (didn’t mean only for Chinese - Thai).
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