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61930034: MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION; M.P.A.

KEYWORDS: PARTICIPATION/ CIVIL SOCIETY/ LOCAL DEVERLOPMENT PLAN

TANYANEE SRIRASOPHONWAT : GUIDELINES FOR PROMOTING PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION IN THE SUB-DISTRICT CIVIL SOCIETY MEETING TO FORMULATE
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN : A CASE STUDY OF NONGCHAK SUB-DISTRICT
MUNICIPALITY, BAN BUENG DISTRICT, CHONBURI PROVINCE. ADVISORY

COMMITTEE: KANJANA BOONYOUNG, Ph.D. 165 P. 2020.

The objectives of this research were to: 1) study the problems and obstacles of
public participation in the sub-district civil society meeting to formulate local development plan;
and 2) study the guidelines for promoting public participation in the sub-district civil society
meeting to formulate local development plan, Nongchak Sub-district Municipality which was a
qualitative research, collected data by in-depth interviews from 4 groups of key informants which
were: 1) local leaders and officials; 2) village headmen; 3) community committees; and 4) people,

and data analysis with content analysis.

The results of the research found that the problems, obstacles and guidelines for
promoting public participation in the sub-district civil society meeting to formulate local

development plan, summarized as 4 points as follows:

1. People: found that the problems were that people lacking vehicles to travel, stick
to personal business, and did not see the benefits of the formulation civil society by both sub-
district headman, village headman, community committee and people lack awareness of their
roles; which there were suggestions the municipality should provide the public transport service,
the municipality should provide training to giving knowledge about the benefits of formulation

civil society and self-roles to all groups.

2. Principles of formulation sub-district civil society: found that every group of key
informants were aware of the importance of formulation civil society as an important foundation
for participation in local development, however, the municipality should increase monthly

meeting and coffeehouse meeting, in order to encourage people to want to participate and see the



importance of the civil society meetings even more.

3. Communication: found that the problems were the lack of effective public
relations methods of the municipality, the meeting news was not distributed to the public and
there was a delay which resulted in lack of cooperation from all parties; therefore, the
municipality should adjust the communication strategy to focus on communication from leaders,
repair and add voice pick up points, use various communication channels, and the municipality

should develop the role of community communication for community leaders.

4. Civil society approach: found that in the civil society meeting, the people did not
have a role in determining the issues and suggesting solutions, meeting places that used the 3
floor meeting rooms made the elderly inconvenient to walk up and down, and formulation sub-
district civil society meeting on the official day, it made people in certain occupations not to
attend the meeting; as for the suggestions the municipality should encourage the people to play a
role in defining the problem such as increasing the time to express in various activities,
organizing the subcommittee meeting in each community, and the municipality should hold the
meeting in the area that is convenient to travel, suitable time period is at 17.00 hour onward,
however, the appropriate day should be taken into account the occupational group of the people,
that is, the people in the occupational group and industrial plants working group should hold
community meeting on public holidays, in order to allow these groups to participate in proposing

problems and solving problems the communities in which they live.
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