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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this qualitative research was to describe the meaning of community health and
the process of community nurse practice. The participants were 7 nurses who working at health service
center that have been respected from their population. They were 2 nurses from primary care unit of
the Public Health Ministry, one from the Ministry of Interior health service, foundation health service,
industrial health service, public enterprise health service, and one was a freelance nurse. The participants
also included 1-3 health care team pefsonnel from those organizations, 1-5 clients, administrators, and
committee of their local organizations. In-depth interview with tape record were used for data collection.
Triangulation was used to confirm the data quality. The data was analyzed by content analysis. The

results of the study were as follow:

1. The meaning of community health was 3 dimensions holistically: 1) no illness 2) community
physical and environmental development, include community participation, and 3) health care service

that covers 4 dimensions of curative, health promotion, disease control and prevention, and rehabilitation.

2. Community health care was the co-work of the clients and health workers. The core health

care providers were nurse of the community and multi-disciplinary health care team.

3. Nurse of community was both assertive and passive work that needs data and information
to build the feeling of owner from the people in their own community. Nurse of community needed a

good model, closed relationship with the community and health screening techniques.

4. Community nursing care outcome were 1) to the community members: community
members’ health promotion behavior was increased, be able to access to health care and participated
in community activities, 2) to the community: improvement in physical environment and 3) to the
health care providers: decrease in clients illness, decrease in providing health care service cost,

increase in client satisfaction, and be able to learn.

5. Nurses of community competencies consisted of: intention and love to work in community,
sacrifice, good relationship, co-ordination, good communication skill, and academic potential which
were nurse practitioner skill (primary medical care), community practice performance, computer skill,

data and information management skill, and aggregate health care skill.

Key words: community health, community nursing, nurse of community
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