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55820021: MAJOR: POLITICAL ECONOMY AND GOVERNANCE; D.POL.SC (POLITICAL
ECONOMY AND GOVERNANCE)

KEYWORDS: COMMODITY CHAINS/ DURIAN/ POLITICAL ECONOMY/ FRUIT
WONGTHAM SARANA: POLITICAL ECONOMY OF FRUIT COMMODITY

CHAINS IN EASTERN REGIONS: A CASE STUDY OF DURIAN CHAINS. ADVISORY

COMMITTEE: SUTHY PRASARTSET, Ph.D., 219 p. 2018.

This research aimed to study the global commodity chains formation, to analyze the power relations of the
global commodity chains, and to criticize public policy on the global commodity chains of durian in Chanthaburi
province. The Research methodology was qualitative research: The date was collected from in-depth interviews, and
participatory observation. The determination of key informants who acted in the durian commodity chains in
Chanthaburi province and analyzed by linking facts with conceptual frameworks and considered the reasonableness of
the phenomenon at the commodity chains.

The research found that 1. The global commodity chains formation of durian in Chanthaburi province had
found that the durian chains had a history-based development process. Originally, Chanthaburi durian was the fruit of
the forest collection. Then there was the cultivation and production for subsistence, that became a commodity traded in
the market after the signing of the Free Trade Area (FTA) in 2003. Chanthaburi durian had been integrated into the
Global commodity chains. There was the development of production process such as hiring of Thai and migrant labors,
production investment such as planting improvement and the use of supporting factors such as chemicals, machine tools
to produce exports. 2. The global power chains analysis of durian in Chanthaburi province had found that the signing of
FTA led to the relation between the actors involved in the chains at the local market to the world market and increasing
actors in market and led to power relationships. 3. The critique of public policy on global chains of durian in
Chanthaburi province had found that the development strategy policy under the policy framework of Thailand 4.0 aimed
to push Thailand to have many tropical fruits as “The Fruit Capital of the World.” The government had defined two
broad approaches, 1. productive approach in large agricultural land plot, and 2. Marketing approach and smart digital
trading to lead social relevancy because smart digital trading affected to the retail orchardists couldn’t access to the
digital trading system because they produced quality durian below the export criteria. In addition, the collection of
durian commodity for the digital trading market required that the agricultural cooperation was the main mechanism for
durian delivery. The global durian commodity movement of Chanthaburi province may not be worked. Research
recommendations 1. To propose the government to promote the encouragement grouping of orchardists with similarity
for reducing the conflict between the different groups of orchardists, the way to produce, capital, time and resources. 2.
To propose the government to promote and aim to the domestic market and encourage Thais to consume the durain. If

domestic consumers do not know durian, will affect to “The Fruit Capital of the World.”
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