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e m;na‘ging  firefly tourism.

ABSTRACT

This study uses a qualitative methodology to examine the effects of firefly tourism on
communities located on the Khlong Amphawa, in an area where tour boats go to view fireflies.
It looks at community participation in managing the impact of firefly tourism with respect to the
contributing factors and cfiteria for participation. Data were collected through participant
observation and field notes, in-depth interviews, recorded informal conversations, and group
discussions. Community participation in firefly tourism management involved residents,
informants of the community context, school administrators and teachers, community leaders,
the local tambon authority, and tour boat operators. The study found a close coherence of the local
community participation with the Concentric Model of Cohen and Uphoff (1980). The process
included decision-making based on the residents’ complaint to the local administrative authority
where problems were addressed in order of importance, primarily, the noise created by the tourist
boats. The Provincial Governor met relevant groups which lead to the second process, implementation,
by which residents proposed putting bamboo pole barriers along the canal bank, especially where
fireflies are found near Sonneratia trees. Concerning environmental protection, the local administrative
authority increased waste collection and disposal services, and tourists were informed about how
water and noise pollution have a negative effect on the firefly population. School children in
various communities were made aware of methods to control and reduce the deleterious effects of
ﬁ_reﬂy tourism in the future. Tocal government and community leaders participated in this evaluation
and concluded .that a variety of proﬁlérh4solving techniques and sustained effort, combined with

ongoing meetings, were the most important factors that contributed to community participation in
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