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ABSTRACT

‘Research Topic: The Views of the Elderly Living
in a Home for the Aged and of
Their Offsprings Towards Staying
in the Home for the Elderly and

the Values of Thai Society

Name of the researcher: Associate Professor
Dr.Kochgorn Sungkchad
Nonformal Education Department,
Faculty of Education Bangsaen,

Chonburi Thailand
Year: November 1998

The purpose of this research is to study the views
of the elderly living in a home for thé aged and of their
offsprings towards the values of Thai society. The study
focused on a population sample in Barn Banglamung Home for
the Eldefly. It consisted of 17 elderly people and 17 of
their offsprings living in the provinces of Chachoengsao,
Chonburi, and Rayong. Questionnaires and intensive
interviews were used in the study. The data was analyzed

by using percentage.



Summary of the finding.

The study indicated the following:

A general overview disclosed both positive and
negative impressions.

1. The effect on the elderly subjects disclosed
both positive and negative impressions. the positive
impression found was that 58.82% of the subjects reported
their needs of not to continue working. Most of the
elderly subjects reported that the offspring felt relaxed,
not anxious in financial burden for care with parents
living in the home, and also they reported that it was
not the financial problems at home. The negative
impression found was that 58.82% of subjects reported
their experiences of lack in kindness from their
offsprings, and 52.94% of subjects reported their sense of
being isolated from the family, particularly during the
period of their ailment.,

Most of the subjects reported that the offspring
should be grateful to fheir aging parents in return and
that 88.24% of the offspring should have an obligation of
care for their aging parents at home as to follow the
basic values of Thai culture.

2. The effect to the offspring subjects disclosed
both positive and negative impressions. The positive
impression found was that 35,29% of subjects reported

that most of the offspring did not have financial



problems at home. The negative impression found was

that 41.18% of the subjects reported the lack in kindness‘
from their mother and father, particularly during the
period of sadness, and being without consultants.

41.18% of the male members in the study expressed
their opinions that if the financial means were available,
they would prefer to have the elderly parents stay in the
home,

3. Analysis of the views of both the elderly and
their offsprings about the five basic values of Thai
society relating to offspring care for the aged listing
the following five basic values : 1) Having been supported
by them, I will support them in return. 2) I will do
their work for them. 3) I will keep up the honour and
the traditions of my family. 4) I will make myself
worthy of my heritage. 5) I will make offerings,
dedicating merit to them after their death, all of which
were divided into 2 categories:

3.1 The view of the elderly subjects in this
study reported that they\did not feel upset when the
offspring did not make every attempt to meet these five
principles to follow the basic values of Thai culture
because they did not expect that the offspring had an
obligation to adhere to all five of the previously
listed values. For being grateful to their aging parents,

they expected that the offspring should give care to them



in return and it was an obligation to care their aging
parents at home by following the basic values of Thai
culture.

3.2 The view of the offspring reported the
reason they could not support the five principles fully
that it was due to their economic hardship. But they
did feel that they would dedicate merit to the elderly
parents after their death. For being grateful to their
aging parents, the offspring should give care to them
in return. This reflects'the positive values of Thai
culture. For an obligation to care for their aging
parents staying in the home, it was reported that most
of the female members did not pay a visit to their gging
parents in Barn Banglamung Home for the Elderly. This
does not reflect the positive values of Thai culture.
Most of the male members did pay a visit to their aging
parents in Barn Banglamung Home for the Elderly more than
three times since the beginning of their stay. This
reflects the positive values of Thai culture.

Recommendations proposed by the researcher
emphasize the support of the elderly parents at home by

the offsprings to follow the basic principles of Thai

culture.
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