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58920217 : M.P.H. (PUBLIC HEALTH)
KEYWORDS : CHRONIC DISEASE/ DIABETES/ HYPERTENSION/ HEALTH LOCUS OF
CONTROL
BUDSAYANETE WONGPON: A STUDY OF INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL
HEALTH LOCUS OF CONTROL ON ILLNESS OF CHRONIC PATIENTS IN
ARANYAPRATHET HOSPITAL, SAKAEO PROVINCE. ADVISOR: BOONTHAM

KUPREDARBORISUTHI, Ph.D., 108 P., 2017.

When an illness occurs, especially sick of chronic disease, there are also some people believe,
have power over yourself or have someone else get sick, as well as believe fate. It is a problem affecting the
care. Therefore, this study wanted to study of internal and external health locus of control of chronic patients on
the basis of illness. The sample consisted of 345 chronic patients with diabetes and hypertension, according to
the register list of patients at Aranyaprathet Hospital, Sa Kaeo province. Data were collected through
structured interviews, and analyzed by percentage, mean, standard deviation, to be comparison of locus of
control between groups of independent variables by independent t-test and one-way analysis of variance, to
determine the relationship between internal and external locus of control with Pearson’s Correlation
The results showed that the majority of patients (56.8%) were women with an average age of 61.05+ 11.77
years old, did not work (42.9%), average duration of illness was 7+ 4.85 years, complication (27.8%),
ever strayed in hospital (24.6%) and belief in traditional medicine (54.8%). The patients had internal
locus of control believes on illness in the most, at 65.7 percent of average score, follow by other locus of
control at 50.7 percent of average score, and faith locus of control at 43.1 percent of average score. The
patients with age, chronically ill, ever strayed in hospital, belief in traditional medicine, were different, had
locus of control significantly different. But patients with sex, duration of illness, and complication were
different, had locus of control not different. The internal locus of control, other locus of control and faith locus
of control was negative related, given correlation coefficient - 0.588 and - 0.693 (p <.01), but other and faith
locus of control was positive related, given correlation coefficient 0.488 (p <.01). So, the patients should be

made aware of the real cause of the illness.
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