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57920861: MAIJOR: JUSTICE AND SOCIAL ADMINISTRATION; M.A. JUSTICE AND
SOCIAL ADMINISTRATION)
KEYWORDS: PROSTITUTION/ THAI WOMEN/ REPUBLIC OF KOREA
MINJEONG YUN: PROSTITUTION OF THAI WOMEN IN REPUBLIC OF

KOREA. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: EKKAWIT MANEETHORN, Ph.D., 97 P., 2016.

This research aims 1. to study the problem of prostitution of Thai women in Republic
of Korea (South Korea), 2. to learn the management of the governmental organizations in dealing
with the problem, and 3. to explore prevention for Thai women prostitution in Republic of Korea.
The information was gained from in-depth interviews done to 16 governmental workers in 7 Thai
and Korean organizations.

The findings show that Thai women who have decided to commit prostitution in South
Korea take advantage from visa exemption. In the past, the purposes for committing prostitute
were financial problem and seduction of agents convincing them to go to work in Thai massage
houses but then forcing them to become prostitutes. Currently, the situation has changed. Thai
prostitutes are willing to commit prostitution and they smuggle do this in Thai massage houses.
The channel contact is the internet. It was also found that Thai prostitutes in Korea do prostitution
through telephone; moreover, some apartments are opened for Thai prostitutes to commit this
illegal business.

The study of the management of government organizations shows that Thai women
who are repatriated, who are arrested by the police, or who are detained by Korean immigration
officer are required to be interrogated by Thai immigration officer before allowing to travel to
Korea. In addition, Foreign Affairs Division, Royal Thai Police works cooperatively with Korean
police in dealing with the problem of prostitution. Ministry of Social Development and Human
Security of Thailand send those Thai women who inform their innocence and/or victimization for
interview and physical examination to screen for real innocent victims from those who want to be
repatriated with innocence approval.

The prevention for this problem should be strengthened through 1. Thailand-Korea
cooperation, 2. problem publication, 3. strict process of Korean immigration office, 4. revision of

visa exemption agreement, and 5. opportunity for Thai masseurs to work in Korea legally.
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