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ABSTRACT

TITLE: IMAGES OF THE JAPANESE FROM IDIOMS RELA;FING TO
NON-HUMAN CREATURES

REASEARCHER: ASSOC. PROF. NARUMOL LEEPIYACHART

KEYWORD: IMAGES AND IDIOMS

This research was firstly aimed to collect Japanese idioms involving non-human
creatures; secondly, to categorize and examine the correct meanings and implied
meanings of those idioms for being able to perceive Japanese’s images of their
surroundings, culture, lifestyle, and concepts reflecting on those idioms.

The result was that the most found non-human creatures were mammais,
followed by poultry, aguatic creatures, amphibian, insects, and reptiles respectively. The
variety of poultry appeared the most followed by aguatic and amphibian, with the same
freguency, insects, mammals and reptiles respectively.

Those idioms creatively originated from the Japanese’s observation on natural
surrounding and on those creatures’ appearance, size, habit; moreover, their organs
and their habitats also appeared in some of those idioms.

Various types of Japanese images were also expressed in those idioms for
instance, geographic landscape, climate, plants and animals in Japan. Those animals
were consisted of domestic and wild animals and, also, imaginary animals in Japanese's
legends and tales.

In addition, social characteristics, lifestyles, beliefs, values, Buddhism's thoughts,
tales and history also appeared in those idioms.

It was obvious that there were connections between tanguage culture and the

Japanese ways of thought reflecting on Japanese idioms.
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