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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to investigate impacts of globalization and roles of
the state affecting development of Thai fisheries capitalism and to gather suggestions for
sustainability of Thai fisheries. This qualitative research was conducted through 3 local case
studies in the eastern region based on the Marxist political economic research methodology and
the interdisciplinary research studies. The results revealed that current trends in the globalization
from the United States of America and European Union influence and dominance towards
Thailand’s fishing industry, foreign economic activities, and Thai government’'s management have
huge impacts on the development of Thai fisheries capitalism in aspects of economy, society,
political affairs, administration, and culture. This results in changing the roles of the state from
being limited developmental state to the government with restricted roles leading to legislation of
strict laws and policies in fisheries as well as intensive inspection and control in order to tally with
European Union’s policies. The overall suggestions for the sustainability of Thai fisheries in the
eastern region were participation of fishermen in the law amendment, remedies for the fishermen
who unintentionally break the law, and cooperation of local people in communities to manage

fishery resources.
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