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Music Composition of an Archeological Dance: Prasat Kaonoi Si Chompoo
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Abstract

The present study is a qualitative research entitled Music Composition of an
Archeological Dance: Prasat Kaonoi Si Chompoo. The study aims to investigate the context of
Prasart Kaonoi Si Chompoo, Tamnbon Klong Namsai, Amphoe Aranyaprated, Srakao province,
and to compose a Thai traditional piece called Rabam Prasat Kaonoi Si Chompoo.

Prasat Kaonoi Si- Chompoo is located on Tamnbon Klong Namsai, Amphoe
Aranyaprated, Srakao province. It was built in the 12th century B.E. as a religious place consists
of 3 pagodas which is the only middle pagoda that is in good condition. The archaeological
antiques were found including the Kaonoi tablet which shows the oldest era of Thailand. There
was no culture of folk music found in the area of Klong Namsai community. According to the
villager’s belief, there is a tradition called Boon Khuen Kao, the villagers are worshiping and
making merit in the 15th day of the waxing moon in the 6th lunar month including monk
ceremony, offering food to the monks, paying homage to the Buddha footprint as a festival.

Rabam Prasat Kaonoi Si Chompoo consists of the melody in the third variation which
express of 1) the architect of the three pagodas 2) the pagoda is on the top of three mountains.
In the pass, Prasat Kaonoi Si Chompoo was buried underground, therefore became an important
pace after the discovering. The melody in the second variation was connected afterwards which
express of the way of living, tradition, and belief of Klong Namsai people.

The musical composition of Rabam Prasat Kaonoi Si Chompoo uses the musical
intonation as Khmer accent to represent the Cambodian civilization and the Laos accent to
represent the Thai-Yor people. The musical form has four movements independently. The
normal Ching rhythmic pattern in second variation and first variation were used, there were two
of Natab or drum rhythmic patterns such as Natab Khmer in Khmer accent melody and a special
Natab in Laos accent melody. There were two musical scales used such as Chawa, and Piang-
or Bon in order. The melody was semi-general melodic line and there was no stock character
used in the piece. The Rabam Prasat Kaonoi Si Chompoo was a Thai traditional music
composition represents the archaeological site ‘Prasat Kaonoi Si Chompoo’ and Thai-Yor local
people of Klong Namsai community which connected the way of living, tradition, and belief

together.
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