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ABSTRACT

This study is an analysis of by comparing it with Devandha Jataka in the elements
of components and transcription. The Thewan Kham Kap poem was inscribed in a Samud
Thai, a Thai manuscript, which is at the present kept at National Library of Thailand.

The findings shows that the story of Devandha Jataka is included in Pannasa Jakata
presumably composed later than other stories because the storyline is complicated and
not focusing on meritorious acts or virtuous attributes of Bodhisattva. In addition, some
motifs and situations in the story replicate the antecedent tales. Devandha Jataka might
be so popular that it was adapted to be a dramatic poem and a reading poem. Presumably,
the Devandha Jataka is the origin of Thewan Kham Kap poem which was incipiently used
for chanting in public or in household as a customary practice of Thai families around 1886
in the reign of King Rama V of Thailand.

Both Devandha Jataka and Thewan Kham Kap poem mostly share similar beginning,
story body, and ending, but their composition style and objective are different. Their
storylines and details are the almost the same.

The examination of the adaptation of Devandha Jataka to Thewan Kham Kap poem
reflects the intelligence and skill of the poet in changing details, making use of expansion,
omission, transposition, adding another story, and allusion. These poetic skills make
characters, events, and moral teaching in the Thewan Kham Kap poem familiar to the
audience of those days, and these altogether make Thewan Kham Kap poem share similar
characteristics of monarchical folktales with entertainment purpose rather than religious
focus as in Devandha Jataka.

Devandha Jataka and Thewan Kham Kap poem both reflect identity of Thai
literature and intelligence of the poets. Because of their valuable characteristics, they

should be conserved, inherited, and publicized to people of the later generations.
Keywords: Devandha Jataka, Thewan Kham Kap, Pannasa Jataka, Kap folktale,

Literary Adaptation
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l. The Friends. A prince and

a youth of lower rank
(vizier’s son, etc.) are close
friends. (d) The

dream of princess and he

prince

and his friend search for
her.

(@. @V18UBINTTLDA (d)
Weiiududmdesdnie
NILBDIANUANIYBDNLAUN
AUNIUNN)

INTUSNULI MY TARaUAY
faen1stdnanunduni1en

L% v L3

geuanued

o

Joyoanunaz iy

A

W un1INadau

WIeEsIaunaslsely
waginasuaniunialig
UT18mMUDIU

ITUNULIITARS LABINI9IE
AU L1919 L Aniguaz v
w39l Iulun
WNASEITIAUAEN o HWUTBE
v v =~ &
Antanalufanu

Il. The princess and her Sign
Language. The prince sees a
lovely princess who makes
signs to him. The friend
interprets them.
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l. Cruel Stepmother.
A stepmother hates her
stepchildren.
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ll. Kind and Unkind.
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IV. The Substitute Bride. (a)
After marriage with the king
the stepmother throws the
heroine and her child into

The
daughter s

the water or (o)
woman’s
substituted for the bride
without detection.
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V. Disenchantment.

(a) The true bride who is
transformed to a goose
come to the king’scourt
three times.

(b) The last night the
king wakes and disenchants
her by cutting her finger
and drawing blood or by
holding

changes form.
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