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Abstract

Sarunya Lertputtarak and Surat Supitchayangkool: The Collection of
Knowledge, Potential, and Temple Development Direction for Promoting Buddhism-
based Tourism in Muang Chonburi District and Sriracha District, Chonburi. Page 252
Year 2020.

Keywords: Buddhism-based tourism

The objective of this research were to gather information about temples,
study the potential of the temple, and develop suidelines for promoting tourism in
Buddhism, to study the behavior and desired Buddhist tourism activities of tourists
who come to visit Chonburi and Sriracha, and organize Buddhist Dhamma tourism
programs in Mueang Chonburi District and Srichara District, Chonburi Province. Data
were collected by using 385 surveys of Thai tourists and in-depth interviews of 20
leaders of temples or temple administrators.

The temples in Muang Chonburi Districts and Sriracha District which were
selected at first stage must be located no further than 20 kilometers from Bangsaen
beach. Researchers found that there were 45 temples matching this criterion. The
criteria for selection were the beauty of architecture, the beauty and meaning of
painting, ancient history, unique cultural activities, attraction (Buddha image or
famous monk), permission for public access to churches, scenery/ environment, and
ease of access which can attract tourists to visit the temple. From 45 temples, there
were 20 temples with potential to be tourist destinations. The form of tourism
which tourists were interested in were “Tracing Buddhist tourism” by being Buddhists
or visitors who just want to visit the site to have fun and get knowledge about
history, art and culture by travelling on a 1 day program. Tourists were interested in

paying respect to image of buddha, followed by the observing of important things in



temples. Tourists had a high level of motivation and demand to travel Chonburi
Province for visiting temples. The development guidelines for tourism promotion
were to improve security, the service of personnel, atmosphere, and to increase
public relations by using media that do not require a large budget as well as to

develop a Buddhist tourism network together with government agencies, private

sector, and communities.
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