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Factors. Related to Hearing Loss of Discotheque

Workers in Chonburi Province
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Abstract

This study focused on factors relating hear-
ing olss among discotheque workers in Chonburi
Province. The purpose of this study. was to de-
scribe the relationship between population char-
acteristics, occupational history to hearing loss.
A cross sectional study design was employed.
Data were collected among 191 discotheque
workers in six establishments in Chonburi Prov-
ince. The study was devided into 3 steps including
interview, measurement of sound pressure level,
noise dosemetry, otoscopy and audiometry.

We had found that the majority of work-
ers were males (65.97%), aged between 20-24
years old (40.84% ), Education level was mostly
secondary school (46.84%). Work duration was
less than and equal to 3 years (76.22%). The
tasks were mostly Disk Jocky or musicians
(49.21%). The subjects worked for 8-10 hours
per day (56.61%). 97.51% did not have hearing

protection and 94.70% did not use hearing pro-

tection equipment. 27.75% use to work in enter-
tainment facilities, 7.33% in factories and 53.31%
never works prior to the present job. 52 snapshot
sound pressure level (Leq 1 minute) in six es-
tablishments ranged from 93.0-111.4 dB (A)
which was non-compliance with the Ministry of
Labour and Social Welfare standard. 100% of
noise dosemetry also revealed non-compliance
with OSHA standard. Otoscopic examination on
the subjects was mostly normal. 53.93% had mild
hearing loss in left ear and 49.21% on the right
ear.

Statistical analysis revealed that sex was
related to the hearing loss both on the left and on
the right ear at frequency 4000-8000 Hz
(P<0.05). The daily work duration was related to
hearing loss on the right ear and job was related
to hearing loss on the left ear at the frequency
range of 500-2000 Hz (P<0.05). We recom-
mended that hearing conservative program should

be implemented.
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