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Abstract

The purpose of this research was three-
fold: (1) to study professional nursing agencies
that provided care for chronically ill patients in
the eastern regional hospifals and medical
centers of Thailand, (2) to compare their ability
to provide care based on length of operation and
differences within departments, and (3) to study
the relationships between their perceived health
status and the professional nursing agencies to
provide care. The sample in this study consisted
of 270 professional nurses who worked in.the
admissions department (surgical, medical,
pediatrics) and were selected by stratified
random sampling technique. The questionnaires

based on Orems concepts of hursing agencies were

designed and administered to the subjects for data
collectlon

The results revealed that nursing agency
of professional nurses for providing care for
chronically ill patients were at a high level
(X =

at a 0.5 level in nursing agency of professional

3.69). There was no significant difference

nurbes wio had differences between departments,
whereas th’ere were significant differences in the
nursmg agency of professional nurses who had
dlfferent duratlons of working experience.
Professional nurses experiencing of less than one
year had more than those with experience over a
year. There was no significant relationship
between perceived health status and nursing
agency of professional nurses who provided care

for chronically ill patients.
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