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Studying at the Faculty of Nursing of Burapha University
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Abstract -

The objectives of this research were
to study: 1) the level of critical thinking
of nursing students 2) the relationships
between critical thinking of the students
and the following factors : students’
individual factor, students’learning factor
and the instructors’ factor and 3) the

predictability of critical thinking of
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nursing students. The sample consisted

of the third-year and fourth-year nursing
students in the Bachelor of Nursing
Scierice Program and Bachelor of Nursing
Scienige Program (Continued Program),
F@eﬁlty of Nursing, Burapha University.
Based ‘upon the Krejcie and Morgan’s
Table (1970), 247 students were randomly
selected to participate in this research.
The instruments for data collection were
ciuestionriaires. ‘The independent variables
included the students” individual factor,
students learning factor and instructor
factor, and dependent variable was critical
thinking. Alpha coefficients yielding the
reliabilities of the instruments were .93,
.83, .92 and .75 respectively. Statistical
procedures used to analyze data in this study
included mean, standard deviation, t-test,
one-way ANOVA, simple correlation,
multiple correlation and step-wise multiple
regression. \

This study revealed that mean
scores on the critical thinking of every
group were at moderate level. The mean
scores of the fourth-year students was
higher than that of third-year students. In
addition, the mean scores of fourth-year
students in the Bachelor of Nursing.

Science Program was the highest -among

the four groups. The relationship between
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the studepts’ ‘individual factor, students
learning factor, instructor factor and
critical thinking of students were
significantly correlart‘ed‘ with multiple
correlation of .60. The variables that
have highest correlation were: teaching

behavior, support from others, time spent

for studying and learning experiences -

(r = .540, .269, .249 and .247 respectively,
p<.001). Overall, the teaching behavior
was found to be the best predictor of the
critical thinking (R = .54, p<.001). The
second best predictor was the time spent

on studying of individual students.
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