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Abstract

The objective of this research was to
study risk and protective factors affecting
family functioning of mothers with preterm
infants. Protective factors were the family
income, participation of mothers in preterm
infant care,at the hospital, marital
relationship, and the knowledge about
infant behaviors. The risk factor was the
maternal stress. The sample consisted of
100 mothers with preterm infants at 2-4
months old who attended the well-baby
clinic Sawanpracharak Hospital and the
Center for Health Promotion of Mothers
and Infants, Nakhon Sawan Province. The
‘employed research instrument were
questionnaires including personal data of
the mothers and Infants, participation of
the mother in preterm infant care, marital
relationship, knowledge about infant
behaviors, maternal stress, and family
functioning. The percentage, mean,
standard deviation, Pearson product-
moment correlation,
regression analysis were used to analyse
data.

The result showed that family
functioning of the mothers was a moderate
level. The factors including marital
relationship and knowledge about infant
behaviors significant influenced family

functioning of the mothers at the .05 level.

and multiple

The two factors were able to explain the

variance of family functioning of mothers
with preterm infants at 33%.
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