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Abstract

The purpose of this quasi-experimental
research was to examine effects of family par-
ticipation program on maternal ability to care
for children with asthma. Sample consisted of
40 mothers and families of asthmatic children.
The children were 1-6 years old, and have
usually been received treatment at allergy
clinic at the Out Patient Clinic Department
(OPD), Samutprakarn province. The sample
was randomly assigned into 2 groups of
experimental and control. The experimental
group included 20 mothers and families
receiving the family participation program,
which contained 1) plan of health education
about tamily participation in caring for
asthmatic children, 2) manual of caring for
1~6 years old children with asthma, and 3)
VCD about instruction for use of imhalation
for children with asthma. The other 26 mothers
and families were ‘in (the \control group
receiving routine nursing care of the hospital.
Research instruments included a demographic
questionnaire and a questionnaire of maternal
ability to care for asthmatic children, which its
alpha Cronbach was .88. Data were analyzed
by using mean, percent, frequency, range,
standard deviation, and t-test.

The results showed that before the
intervention, both groups were not significantly

different on the score of maternal ability to

care for asthmatic childrea (p > .05). However,
after completing the intervention, the score of
maternal ability to care for asthmatic children
of the experimental group was significantly
higher than those receiving routine nursing care
(t = -2.18, p < .05). These findings-indicate that
the family participation program should be
implemented for the caring \of family with
asthmatic children. In addition, ability of mother
in” the'\care for children-with asthma would be
increased etfectively.

Key words : Asthmatic children, family par-

ticipation program, maternal ability
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