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Abstract

This descnptive predictive research aimed
to determine factors tnfluencing parent partici-
pation in the care of hospitalized children.
Accidental sample included 127 parents of
hospitalized children, who were admitted at
wards of Kumamwechakam 1, 2 and 4 1n the
Phrapokklao hospital, Chantaburi province. Re-
search instruments composed of the demographic
questionnaire, the Parent Participation’s scale,
and the Parent-Nurse Communication’s scale.
Internal consistency reliability of the two
scales wére .80 and .88, respectively, and the
Content Validity Index (CVI) of the Parent-
Nurse Communication’s Scale’ was .86. Data
were analyzed by using descriptive statistics,
Pearson correlation coefficients, and multiple
regression analyses.

Results revealed that parent’s experience
in the care of hospitalized children, parent’s
perception of severity of illness, and parent-
nurse communication were significantly posi-
tive correlation with the parent participation
in the care of hospitalized children (1 = .166, p
< .05 r=.166, p<.05 and r = .273, p <. 01,
respectively). Age and sex of the hospitalized

children, duration of caring for the children,

and distance from home to hospital were not
significantly correlated (p > .05). Parent-nurse
communication was the best and significant
predictor of the parent participation, and the
second was parent’s perception of severity of
illness. The two significant predictors were
accounted for 10.7% of vanance (F = 7.427,
p < .01} in the prediction.

These findings indicate that nurses who
are giving nursing care for 1ll children in pedi-
atric wards should promote both positive par-
ent-nurse communication and appropriately
positive perception of the parent on children’s
s.everity of illness. It will result in effective and
appropriate participation for the parent partici-
pation in the care of hospitalized children.
Key words : Parent participation, hospitalized

children, parent-nurse communication
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