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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to
examine the relationships between parent
participation to care for sick newborn and
quality of nursing care as perceived by the
parent. Purposive sample consisted of 60
parents who were primary caregivers of the'sick
newborns admitted 1n the Sick Newborn Care
Unit at Chonburi hospital, Chon Buri province
during March to Aprnily 2010. Research instru-
ments included the parent’s and the sick
Newborn’s Demographic Questionnaires, the

Parental Actual Participation Scale and the

Nursing Care Quality as Perceived by the
Parent Questionnaire. Content validity index
(CVI) of the Parental Actual Participation
Scale was 1:00, and the Nursing Care Quality
Questionnaire was 0.83. Cronbach’s alpha
coetficients of the Parent Participation Scale
and the Nursing Care Quality Questionnaire
were .90 and .95, respectively. Data were
analyzed by using trequencies, percents, means,
standard deviations, ranges and Pearson’s
product moment correlation.

The study results revealed that mean score
of parent participation was 53.10 (SD = 13.58,
range = 29-79), and mean score ot quality of

nursing care as perceived by the parent was

144.17 (SD = 20.70, range = 80-180). Rela-
tionships between parent participation to care
for sick newborn and quality of nursing care
as perceived by the pafent wis posittvely
significant (r=.431, p<.01). Subscales of parent
participation of information sharing, decision
making and routine care were positively
significantly correlated to the quality of nursing
care (r = .440, p < .001; 1 = 403, p < .01 and
r = .255, p < .05, respectively). However, the
subscale of nursing activities and the quality
of nursing care was not correlated (p > .05).
This findings suggest that nurse,
especlally pediatric nurse, should promote
parent participation in information sharing

and decrsion making, and that could lead to

mereds quality of nursing care as perceived by
the parent.
Key words : Sick newborn, parent participa-

tion, quality of nursing care
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