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Nurses and Disaster Preparedness
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Abstract

Today, disasters have occurred around
the world such as flood, earthquake, Tsunami
and chemical leaking from industrial area
which get worse and affect to human lives,
property, and national economic. Many
academics predict about the future natural

disasters. They state that it is because of global

« 919130 ngudNMINEIIaENTY ANERIAMAAs B Inodoyimn



2 The Journal of Faculty of Nursing Burapha University Vol. 20 No. 4 October-December, 2012

temperature increasing, rising of sea level, and
melting of the polar glaciers. Global warming
results the changing of seasons which will
cause the repeated major world flooding. The
president of the National Disaster Council
said that the changing of the earth’s crust
around the Indian Ocean will possibly cause
the Tsunami to take place in the Gulf of
Thailand.

There will be a lot of victims from
the disaster. Many people will be affected
physically and mentally. Nurses are key health
professional who will take care of victims
from disasters. They should prepare themselves,
their staffs, their alb eguipments and their
communities with thre¢ophases of disaster
management as follows :

1. Prevention Phase: This phase aims
to reduce facing the loss of people lives and
their means. Nurse should evaluate community
risk factors, develop and implement programs
to prevent disasters by Corporate planning
between hospitalsand communities. People in
communities should be educated how to take
care of themselves and others in the emergent
situation of disaster.

2. Response Phase: Nurses must take
care of the victims with initial treatment and
transfer them to the suitable places according
to size and severity of disaster.

3. Recovery Phase: Nurses must take
care of the victims continuously and recover
the victims and their relatives to be normal

condition and physical recovering by providing

consults, following up, and giving the
encouragement.

Key words Nurse, disaster, disaster
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