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Abstract

The research on Mechanism and Process of People Participation in
Local Self-Government: A Case Study of Local Government Organization
in Eastern Seaboard Province Area was aimed to study historical dynamic
of Eastern Seaboard Area toward business politics and local power
structure formation, results and obstacles to decentralization policy to
local government organization as mechanism and process of people
participation in local self-government according to constitution 2540 B.E.
include. Policy proposals to build up mechanism and process of people

participation in local self-government.
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This research used historical qualitative research methodology
through structural approach and case study approach. Research method
was integrated with four methods were that documentary research,

oral history, in-depth interview and focus-group discussion. The results

according to the objectives were found as follow.

1. The business and local power structure in Eastern Seaboard area

were formed by election process as former people participation mechanism
in self-government. However the expansion of business politics in some
area was limited by existing force of community self-government.

2. The results from decentralization policy implementation to local
government organization as mechanism and process of people participation
in local self-government were the policy implementation according to
constitution 2540 B.E. and 2550 B.E. did not achieved true decentralization
because of the policy implementation being social process under power
unequal context among groups and classes. Therefor the present results
have been only deconcentration among political elites.

3. The main obstacle of the driven decentralization policy in Eastern
Seaboard area was that the local power structure monopolized of local
elites. The structural obstacles had three types : monopolar local power
structure, bipolar local power structure and tripolar local power structure.
The structural obstacles hindered people participation through incorporating
the participation in elitist patronage network. The subsequent impacts of
the structural obstacle were that local conflict of interest and structural
justice conceming local resource allocation.

4. The policy proposals to build up new mechanism and process
of people participation in local self-government is based on local self-
governance principles were that Tambon Organization council toward

grassroot democracy , local civil society organization development
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coupled with local government organization, and election reform as

mechanism and process in governmental people participation.

Keywords: Self-Government, Participatory Process and Mechanism,
Local Government Organization, Local Power Structure,

Business Politics
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