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Symbolic Interaction Theory

and the Explanation of Social

Phenomena from Actor Perspective
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Abstract

Symbolic interaction theory is one of the sociological theories
that try to explain the social phenomena with actor perspective as the
determinant condition. The main characteristics of symbolic
interaction theory are symbols, active actor, interaction, and empirical
of interaction. It means that this theory believes that society or social
structure is created by individual interaction. It causes individual
createsymbols. The existence of symbols, patterns of action, social
structure especially social objects are the result of individual actions. If
individuals refuse or change symbols, patterns of action and social
structures, they cannot have any effects to people. In society,
individual actions are not caused by social structure but individual
have to choose and make a decision among choices for making the
best thing, the best benefit, and corresponding to the value of
individual and society in that situation. So, Social Phenomena are

created, reproduced and changed by individuals.
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® Herbert Blumer. Symbolic Interaction: Perspective and Method. 1969, pp. 87-88.
cited in ScothApplerouth and Laura Desfor Edles. loc.cit., 2007. P. 164.

7 Herbert Blumer. foc.cit., 1969. pp. 74-75. Cited in Scoth Applerouth an Lavra Edle.

® George Ritzer and Douglas J. Goodman. loc.cit., 2004. p. 219.
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° Ibid.
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Paul Rock.The Making of Symbolic Interactionism.1979.; George Ritzer and
Douglas J. Goodman. /oc.cit.
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2 George Ritzer. Sociological Theory. 1988. pp. 141-145.
3 Tom Bottomore and David Frisby. Introduction to the Translation of Georg Simmel:
The Philosophy of Money. 1978. pp. 1-49.; George Ritzer. loc.cit., p. 142.
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