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Abstract

One of the main projects in the Reign of King Rama V was the water resource development project.
At the beginning, this project was repairing and maintaining all of the old canals: Atthe same time, digging the
new ones and expand to connect to the main rivers. This project was not only for water resource develop-
ment, but also established for travel lines between Bangkok and around provinces nearby. More importantly,
many canals were utilized for agriculture and animal husbandry. This’isa great project that benefit for
community especially in the daily life of people who livéalong the side of these canals. Regarding to this
project, the area of agriculture was expanded, prie¢ of land was increased, and urban growth rapidly. Conse~
quently, people got higher income, had more spac¢ for doing agriculture and had a better quality of Tife. Canal
expansion praject was systematically managed in that time. Firstly, there was the foreign expert employed for
planning such studying problemofwater usage in Thailand and water resource explorations. Moreover, the
government established the departnient of canal. This dcpa.rh’nenlt responded for working a modern irriga-
tion system such as later, daim, and also weir and Watergate were builtifrmany places. Finally, manpower in
irrigation efigincering was developed by the king scholarship to sfudy abroad in this discipline. Hence, the
water resource development project became the great histary and originof Thai modern irrigation. [t was a
beginhing of human resource development in the area of irrigation engineering. Indeed, this project was not
ontyfor the quality of life or community development, butalso it was a great deal to Thai society and in turn

to the national development

Keywords: Water Resource Déyelopment, Quality of Life, Reign of King Rama V
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