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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study
about the culture, wisdom transmission and
maintaining of the Northeast native doctors in
Ubonrachatani Province. The qualitative design
was employed by using documentary research,
questionnaire , in-depth interview and observation.
The sample consisted of 22 famous native doctors
working indJbonrachatani.

’ The tesults'showed that most of native
doctors were 21 men (95.5%) and | woman
(4.5%), 15 elders persons (68.2%), 134"~ 7"
graders (59.0%). 4 uneducafed (1 8.2%) and 3
post senior high school (13.6%) 13 fair literate
persons, (59:0%) .5 well literate persons (22.7%)
and éiilliterate persons (18.2%). Most of them
were farmers, rather poor and fair literate persons.

The Northeast native doctors is the
system of treatments that base on help
fellowmen by native doctors. Culture of native
doctbrs is both specially self practice and not
different self practice from the other. 17 by
using specially self practice (77.2%). Native
doctors has only one self practice and someone
has join both way.

About culture and belief on the illness, it
was found that the native doctors believed that
there were three causes of illness : the change of
agro — production, law of Gamma, and the power
of the holy soul or ghost made illness.

For the culture of illness curing, it was

found that all of the Northeast native doctors used
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more than one methods.There were three main
methods for treatments, 21 persons by using
herbs (95.5%), 11 persons by using black magic
or astrology such as dharma doctor, soul doctor
etc. (50.0%), and 7 persons by using several
methods including medicine and massage (31.8%),
The method of treatments used depended on
causes of illness.

In the aspect of wisdom transmission, it
was found that the persons who want to be the
native doctors must have different learning
methods. The study was found that all ofthe
Northeast native doctors did notuse only\ one
method of learning but join sevefal methods, 21
persons learning—from the result of quack
medicine (95!5%), 17 persons learning by
following thé native doctors (77.2%), 5 persons
learning from illness of their families (22.7%) aﬁd
3 persons learning from Thai Degtor Institute
(13.6%)

Native doétors have‘ maintain the
knowledge to\continue by learning from several
place such as transference from their ancestor
or from the other. 18 persons learning from
their experience in curing patient (81.8%), 12
persons learning from traditional medicine
(45.5%)

According to knowledge preservation
and maintaining of native doctors, it was found
that 20 persons have preserved their knowledge
in memory ( 90.9%), only 2 persons (9.1%)
preserved by taking note. Most of them needed

to pass on their knowledge for continuing their
task under some conditions such as qualification
of learner should be high moral standard. The
maintaining of native doctors also depended on
recognition of people in community. This study
found that people in the community still accept
the role of native doctors.

To developthe Northeast native doctors,
it was necessary to(develop each dimension of
components affecting the Northeast native
medicine system including the way of culture,
wisdom transmission and factors related the

maintianing of Northeast hative doctors: One

wpattern of development was the combination of

moderm-medicine and native medicine for the

holistical ill treatment.
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