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Abstract

Research in the social sciences may be

conducted within one of three philosophical

s d
1530 naag3ean |, 5.0,

schools of thought: (1) positivism (2)
interpretivism and (3) realism. The positivist
approach involves the quantitative method; the
interpretivist approach involves the qualitative
method; the realist approach involves a blended
approach that is both qualitative and
quantitative. The researcher needs to choose
a philosophical approach and accompanying
methodology that suits his or her research

purposes.
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