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Abstract

The present study is a qualitative research involving the music of Wai Kru ceremony in
Chonburi province. The study aims to investigate Thai Classical Music’s Wai Kru ceremony (paying
homage and respect to teachers) of Pipat troupes, the transmission of Wai Kru ceremony ritual book
and music played in Thai Classical Music’s Wai Kru ceremony in Chonburi province.

The study shows that, from the period of June — November 2015, there are eight
Pipat troupes’s Wai Kru ceremony. They are Chuan Ruengdech, Supatanasilpa,
Prasitsangkiet, Po-khom Pothong, Sa-ner Paenbua, Tid Sriracha, Samruaysilpa, and Pau
Punchasilpa. The day of the ceremony is designated on either on Thursday or Sunday
which depends on the troupe, the master of ceremony, and the musicians. Setting of
Krueng Sangwey (offerings of food, fruit or flowers) is based on the general requirements.
Most of the musicians of the ceremonies are in Chonburi local musician network.

Furthermore, it is found that eight ritual book of old Wai Kru ceremony have been
transmitted to four Thai music masters in Chonburi. The first master is Kru Sa-ngob Thongted.
He has been given three books from three Thai music masters, Kru Yon Thongted, Kru Thongbai
Kongsawad and Kru Sawit Tubtimsri. The second person is Kru Chairit Nakpong, receiving three
books from three masters i.e. M.R. Jaroonsawad Sukasawadi, Kru Boonyang Ketkong and Kru
Sinporn Pongsri. This is considered the transmission of Thai music and Khon drama. The third
master is Kru Paiboon Teerasuntorntai, inheriting one book from Kru Salod Siripetch. The last
master is Squadron Leader Disan Kongprasert. One book has been passed to him by Kru Prasit
Kongprasert. However, it is also discovered that Kru Chairit Nakong and Squadron Leader
Kongprasert have revised their protocol for Thai classical music’s Wai Kru ceremony by applying
those principles prescribed in the books inherited for more completion.

Songs played in the ceremonies in Chonburi consist of 59 Na pat songs. These songs differ in
terms of their roles in each process of the ceremony. They can be categorized into 1) Tra song - 18
songs are found and the most frequently played are Tra Sannibat, Tra Pra Parakontap, Tra Monkon
Jakrawan and Tra Chem; 2) Sa Mer song — 10 songs are played and the most frequently played songs
are Sa Mer Tera, Sa Mer Mam and Batskunee; 3) Brahman song — three of which are found and the
songs most frequently played are Brahman Kao and Brahman Aok; and 4) Na Pat song — 28 songs are
found and songs i.e. Nang Kin, Sen Lao, Cherd, and Grao Ram are played in all of the ceremonies. It
can be inferred from these Na Pat songs found that Na Pat songs are chosen in Thai Classical Music’s

Wai Kru ceremony as in other Thai Classical Music’s Wai Kru ceremonies.
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