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ABSTRACT

This documentary research aims to analyze 1) humor creation strategy and 2)
language use in humor creation in 4 travelogues of Vichai Matakul namely Travel Journal of
Vichai Matakul: A Thai-Chinese Who Has Never Been to China but Dreams of Visiting the
Great Wall, Seeing the Bird's Nest Stadium, and Buying a Pair of Nike Shoes, Yodaya Boy,
Saga Aoi: Living Creatures in Japan, and Mission Possible Japan Super Bowl. The findings are
presented using descriptive analysis. The findings reveal 7 strategies used in humor creation
including exaggeration satire, fallacy, symbolism, surprise, sarcasm of individuals or society,
and direct description or narration. In terms of language technique, 12 techniques are found
in the humor creation including language mix, synonym, onomatopoeia,
alliteration/assonance, word repetition, slang use, new word/phrase creation, misformation,
personification, rude word, word tone alternation, and metaphor. The travelogue maker uses
multiple techniques to evoke laughter and impress the readers. Using multiple techniques
not only maintains the reader’s attention but also shows the understanding of the humor
which easily fades away. This method entertains and impresses the readers throughout the
story because each technigue has unique characteristics for generating humor depending on
the content's context and the purpose of the narration. Importantly, this research reflects
the role of humor in communicating the writer’s attitude toward situations, people, and
social conditions. Using humor can be an effective tool for criticizing or presenting sensitive
aspects with less controversy. This research not only presents in-depth information about

Vichai’s works but also enhances understanding about humor in contemporary travelogue.

Keyword: Travelogue, Humor creation strategy, Language of humor, Vichai Matakul
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