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Abstract

This ethnographic study explores the perceptions of Saensuk Municipality
and The Man that Rescues Dogs Foundation regarding the provision of welfare
services for stray dogs in Chonburi. It aims to understand (1) Saensuk Municipality's
perspective on providing welfare services for stray dogs and (2) The Man that Rescues
Dogs Foundation's perspective on providing welfare services for stray dogs.

This qualitative study employed multi-sited ethnography to examine the
dynamics and changes in practices and concepts of caregiving for stray dogs. It
discovered that both Saensuk Municipality and The Man that Rescues Dogs
Foundation perceive providing welfare for stray dogs based on modern biomedical
knowledge as part of their responsibilities. However, from their shared perspective,
the caregiving duty should be more distributed to the community through a
community dog model, due to the limited resources of the organizations. The notion
of space plays a crucial role in their differing understandings of providing good
welfare for stray dogs. Saensuk Municipality emphasizes controlling stray dogs’
bodies within its legal boundaries, while The Man that Rescues Dogs Foundation
provides care based on the notion of pity, focusing their welfare services on the
dogs’ health regardless of legal boundaries. Despite these differences, both
organizations serve a similar role as biopolitical instruments of the state-nation.

This study also found that providing welfare for stray dogs is a
biomedical practice that shapes the relationships between local governments,
charities, and communities. Their perceptions of good caregiving for dogs are
influenced by neoliberal ideas of animal care as well as Thailand’s pre-urbanized,
Buddhist-influenced understanding of animal care. These perceptions, in turn,
determine how moral responsibilities for stray dogs are negotiated and distributed
among the three main care providers. While animal caregiving is increasingly
individualized, Thai culture continues to tolerate the presence of stray dogs in the

public sphere.
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Y

Y a

aanndonukuIliunIsveneivekulfnasdeuadelvd (Neoliberalism) Aauat w.a.

& v ‘:4' a SNa o 1Y) a v A
2523 1 Judunn UsswanaunmuwwiAniaslonlyy Wy ansgewsnisavansnve1andnsd
nsanunumkazAbtIglumuaiaRnsasagliszuunaInvedAsegiakuunu e

o v a o

indunumuny anmwandeuiisganunumvesmulug e fsatadnisasilidnniuls
vaseafnsliuaramnarils (Fisher, 1997) egslsiialuusunvesdsaslnedusninaves
wndnasdonlmiiduusdiuindy UadvdAgdmsunisivlavesesanslinasming
mlsTulnefouwiAnnsiaunganmns Wiy iasyghanawies (@Lﬁmam Elinoff, 2014) 7
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