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Abstract

It is almost universally accepted that ‘Champa’ was not a unified kingdom but rather a
confederation of small kingdoms extending along the Viethamese coastline. Each had
its own autonomy and no one polity was able to achieve domination over the other.
Instead power shifted from one kingdom to another in accordance with changes in
political and economic advantages. This study of ‘Rise Develdpment and fall of Champa'’
is thereby a study of these series of periodically prominent kingdoms.

Linyi is generally recognized as the first polity of Champa. Archaeologists have
sought to identify the origins of Linyi with the prehistoric Sa Huynh which had occupied
central Vietnam before it enters into history with a Cham state of Linyi. However, the
evidence is still insufficient to show clear indication of the continuous cultural
development from the Sa Huyunh to the Cham. Recent archaeological finds seem to
indicate as well that Linyi was found under the strong influence of the expansion of the '
ancient Chinese Empire, and did not occur as a phenomenon of the so-called the “first

Indianization of Southeast Asia” as has been traditionally understood.



Indianized Champa developed at Xitu or Amaravati in modern Quang Nam. By
the 8 century C.E. all pdlities of Champa became Indianized. Xitu prospered during the
7" century from trade with the Tang Empire. After the mid-8" century the prosperity of
Xitu began to declined and the power shifted further south to Kauthara and Panduranga.
From the 9" -10" centuries economic and political prominent returned to Quang Num
with the establishment of Indrapura kingdom. .

By the 10" century Indrapura was internationally recognized as an important and
powerful polity and actively participate in international politics and trade. Warfare with
newly independence Dai Viet in 982 brought down Indrapura. and power shifted to
Vijaya in modern Binh Dinh. This location was chosen a means to relieving pressure
from newly independence Vietnam. It seems that the Cham power centers to the north
faded and that Vijaya was the strongest remaining kingdom of Champa.

By the mid- 15" century Dai Viet was in the position to take the offensive war that
destroyed Vijaya in 1471. In contrast to earlier conflicted Vijaya was subsequently
absorbed into Viethamese system and its independence never restored. In the south a
kingdom of Kauthara survived until 1653. The name of Champa retained by Panduranga

up to it final dissolution in 1832.
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