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Title : Factors affecting on movie selection for movie theaters

in Bangkok and main regional part of Thailand

Researcher : Tuangtong Soraprasert
Burapha University
Keywords : Movie distribution, Theater, Marketing
Abstract

The research aims to study the process of film selection for cinema screening in main regional
parts of Thailand. Qualitative research methods: in-depth interview and document analysis are used to
explore an overall process of domestic film distribution system in Thailand or know as ‘Sai Nung’.

The findings show that the film distribution in Thailand is divided into four main regional parts:
the northern region plus eight provinces of the central region, the eastern region, the north-eastern region
and the southern region. As for Bangkok, it is not included within the distribution system. Sai Nung takes
part as a middleman who provides a link between movie studios or film producers and theatres. The
revenue of film ticket gross sales is shared between Sai Nung and theatres, 50 percent each.

The in-depth interviews also reveal that mixed marketing and consumer analysis are mainly
needed in film selection. Mostly, films are chosen to meet audience taste and need of each regional part.
Significantly, a unique characteristic of the Thai sai nung system is collateral relationship between movie
studios and Sai Naung organizations that is under a model of ‘Scratch my back and I will scratch yours’.
It defines that both sides help each other and try to keep film business survive, as well as balancing

between making profit and commercially supporting at the same time.
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