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Abstract

This documentary research aims to analyze language, society, and culture presented
through the lenses of magical realism in a short story named Kamisama (The God of Bears),
written by Hiromi Kawakami. The data sources of this research include related research
articles, books, textbooks, and IT. Language use, social context, and Japanese culture are
examined by content analysis. The findings are presented through descriptive analysis. The
findings reveal that, the story reflects 1) the acceptance of cultural diversity and multi-
cultural society, 2) the alienation and self-adjustment of minorities (such as foreigners, LGBT,
minority groups, and people of old generation) in Japan through characters of bears, 3) the
usage of concise language, register, onomatopoeia, and sarcasm, 4) the Japanese values of
Amae and Omoiyari, and 5) the respect to nature and the lomante tradition of Ainu (an ethnic
group in northern Japan). Because of the attributes above, Hiromi Kawakami’s Kamisama is a

literary work in the literature selection for secondary school students.

Keywords: The God of Bears, Hiromi Kawakami, Japanese literature, Magical realism,

Alienation
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