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Abstract

This research is a qualitative study with the objective of compiling the historical development
and lifestyle of the community, encompassing aspects such as history, social life, and
community interconnections. Additionally, it aims to compile knowledge on traditional

performing arts.

The study found that the historical development and lifestyle of the Phailom Market
community, a major community considered the center of Phailom District (currently Ban Khai
District), are characterized by a flat terrain with the Rayong River flowing through the center of
the community. This geographical feature made the community an important trading hub,
where forest products and rice were transported via the river to be sold in Rayong City. The
community has been inhabited since the influence of the Khmer Empire, through the
Ayutthaya period, and into the Rattanakosin era. Over time, this trading area developed, with
buildings lining the streets, making it a commercial center, as well as a gathering place for
various ethnic groups. This convergence led to the fusion of local performing arts, which
evolved into a distinctive cultural identity, particularly the shadow puppet theater of Wat Mai
Krabok Khun Pheung, which became the origin of Rayong Province's shadow puppet theater

and an important cultural heritage site.

The shadow puppet theater was introduced to Rayong Province around 1946 by a shadow
puppet master who traveled from the southern region of Thailand. She performed at Ban
Phailom, which was within the Ban Khai District, and eventually established a shadow puppet
troupe at Wat Mai Krabok Khun Pheung, which became the prototype for Rayong Province's
shadow puppet theater.

Keyword: Knowledge Lesson, Shadow puppet.
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