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SOMCHAI THESPLUEM: THE ARTS CAPACITY OF DONWIA FLOATING
MARKET ON CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT WITH COMMUNITY PARTICIPATIONS.
ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SUWIT JIRAMANEE, M.A., SUCHART THAOTHONG, M.A.
180 P. 2013.

This research aimed to study the potential of the arts in Donwai Floating Market in
order to develop the area to become cultural tourist attraction by using community participations.
The findings reveal follows:

1. The results on studying the potential of arts at Donwai Floating Market were
obtained from the interviews with community leaders. There were historic temples such as
chapels, sanctuaries, pagodas, bell towers, sermon halls in a monastery, antiques and art objects
such as Buddha images, old cabinets, earthenware, Benjarong porcelains and more antique
porcelains, as well as seats for Buddhist sermon. They were all original Donwai Floating Market
arts which had quite a lot of potential for the development to become outstanding cultural tourist
attractions. This development would not affect to the natural environment and it could even
attract new tourists to come to this area.

2. The results regarding the organizing for community residences of Donwai Floating
Market were revealed from the interviews with community residences suggested that Donwai
Floating Market still lacked structured management system. There should be sets of committees
and community leaders whose objectives were to bring the arts of this area and develop them to
match with this local cultural tourist through the committees meetings. Community leaders could
also build connections with both private and governmental organizations in Nakorn Pratom
Province. They could as well distribute different media, involves in communicating with people

in the community, as well as creating some understanding of the local valuable arts in this area.



3. The results regarding the involvement of people of Donwai Floating Market were
obtained from interviewing community leaders. It was found that there was community
involvement in terms of different activities through the conceptual determination in participating
with local resource management together with dissemination of the Donwai Floating Market to
become a tourist attraction and it opened opportunities for local people who participated in this
project to decide which arts in Donwai Floating Market they wanted to improve to become their
own local cultural tourism highlights. The benefits that Donwai Floating Market would receive
were the increase of economy in the community and in terms of tourist, this area would be better
known than before.

4. Regarding the study of tourists’ satisfaction towards the development of Donwai
Floating Market arts and community to become a cultural tourist attraction, tourists were satisfied
by this development of Donwai Floating Market with an average of 3.83 which was rated at the

“high” revel.
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