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52810090: MAIJOR : THAISTUDY ; Ph.D. (THAISTUDY)
KEYWORDS: SETTLEMENT/IDENTITY/ ETHNIC GROUP/ACCULTURATION/
DEVELOPMENT / DYNAMICS/ VIEWPOINT
PRADTANA SAE-UENG : THE SETTLEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT OF LAOS
ETHNIC IN THE EASTERN REGION : DYNAMIC IN THAI SOCIETY CONTEXT.
ADVISORY COMMITTEE : PARADEE MAHAKHAN, M.Ed., BOONCHERD NUIM, Ph.D.
363 P. 2013.

This study aims 1) to investigate settlement and development of Laos ethnic in the
eastern region, 2) to inspect dynamics of Laotian ethnic groups in Thai social context, and 3) to
examine attitude of Thai people towards Laos and Laotian ethnic groups, and examine attitude of
Laotian people towards Thailand and Thai people. The study is through analysis of primary
historical document and interview. The findings show that the density of Laotian ethnic groups
within 4 provinces in the eastern region of Thailand including Prachinburi, Chachoengsao,
Nakhonnayok, and Chon Buri is high especially Laovian, which was firstly sent to those
provinces in Dhonburi era, and Puen, which was firstly sent to those provinces in the reign of
King Rama III. These two Laotian groups not only play important roles in politics, economy, and
culture, but also conserve their outstanding identities. At the present, their identities have been
transformed due to acculturation with Thai and Chinese in the areas for about 2 centuries,
compulsory education in the reign of King Rama VI, and government policy for developing the
eastern region especially Eastern Sea Board of General Prem Tinsulanonda’s government.

In addition, it is found that attitude of Thai people at the beginning of Rattanakosin Era
towards Laotian was good. This attitude changed in negative way after Anou’s Rebellion in Laos;
meanwhile, Laotian considered Thai as invader since Dhonburi Era. These situations seem to be
more serious after Thai army suppresses Anou’s rebellion troop. However, nowadays both Thai
and Laotian see those situations as issues of the past which should be overlooked and turn to be
good friends in terms of cooperation for the progress of the two countries. For those Laotian
ethnic groups residing in Thailand for a long time, they feel as if they are friends or relatives of

Thai people and they are happy to live their lives in Thailand.
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