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THANIT TOADIPHAET: ECONOMIC EVOLUTION OF PRASAE FISHERIES

COMMUNITY IN RAYONG PROVINCE. RESEARCH ADVISOR: SAKDINA BUNPIUM,

SC.D., PREECHA PIUMPHONGSAN, PH.D. 298 P. 2013.

The objective of this research is to study the economic evolution and changes of Prasae fisheries
community in order to propose the guidelines for the community development. The study covers the period
between 1909 and 2009. This is a qualitative research with the historical approach. The data has been collected
from documents, in-depth interviews, focus group discussions and observation.

The study reveals that the evolution of Prasae community can be divided into four periods. During
the subsistence production period, the community produced chiefly for household consumption and the excess
production would be traded within and outside the community. At the beginning of 1957, after the market
expansion system had been introduced and economic development policy had been implemented, fisheries
were promoted and fishing gear was therefore developed. As a result, the locals started to change their
production method to commercial fishing to answer the needs of the market. Most fishermen were petty
commodity production. They had their own fishing gear and relied mostly on family members for labor force.
However, the adaptation to the commercial production period has led to overfishing. As a consequence of that
fish stocks are depleted. The fishermen have to find efficient production factors to be able to catch fish in the
remote area. Modification of boats, fishing technology and fishing gear need a large sum of money and the
government policy tends to support aquaculture instead of marine wild fisheries. Hence, the fish market has
been involved in giving support to fishermen by investing in the production system, acting like a middleman who
distributes fisheries products and providing production factors for the fishermen. The fish market business has
thrived and made a profit in the fisheries community as it exploits the fishermen. For example, the market sells
the capture production, enjoy the lending rate and handles pricing and the management system. Because the
fishermen are treated unfairly and the fish populations are declining, Prasae’s community fisheries are now
facing a crisis. However, after the powers have been decentralized, the local authorities can determine the
community development plan of their own. Cultural production of the fisheries community has been increasingly
promoted to the outsiders as a commodity. In terms of public participation — the network has been formed on the
local resource basis and the fishermen have to adapt themselves to the culture and resources of their
community.

The guideline on the fishing community development is divided into two parts. The first one focuses
on the structural change which allows the fishermen to participate in establishing a fishery cooperative to
negotiate with the market system and deal with factors of fishery production. The other part is the development of
Prasae fisheries community. The responsibility for making decisions should be given to the villagers so they can

establish self-development methods on their own and the local authorities will be only a supporter.
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